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Summary 
Hami-gua is an unique species of honeydew melon cultivated in I-Ian area. They are harvested 

once a year from June to July. Owing to the over-supply of this melon during that period, so the 

market prices were unstable. This study tried to adjust the harvest time  by controlling fruit setting 

on decapitated secondary branch with following fruit setting nodes; (1) 5th nodes, (2) 6th nodes (3) 
7th nodes and (4) 8th nodes of the primary branches，respectively. The results showed that number 

of days from transplantation to flowering for treatments (1), (2) ,(3), and (4), were 41-, 46- 50-,and 

55-days, respectively. The number of days from flowering to fruit maturation were 39 to 49 days for 

treatments (1) and (2), while treatments (3) and (4) were 40 to 47 days and 41 to 48 days, 

respectively. The harvested duration lasted 23 days from May 24th to June 16th . The latter fruit 

setting on decapitated secondary branchs at 8th nodes of primary branch got the bigger fruit size 

(2,878g/fruit) and higher yield (43,314kg/ha). There were no significant differences on sugar 
content in fruits (13.7-14.6°Brix ) within different treatments。The results indicated that days of 

flowering initiation, fruit setting, and fruit maturation could be shortened or extended by controlling 

the fruit setting on decapitated secondary branch at different nodes of the primary branch, and 

therefore we could solve the over-supply productivity problems of Hami-gua melon during the 

periods of time from June to July. via harvest dates regulation. 
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