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Fig. 1 Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station visits and counsel

rehabilitation of water terraced.
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Fig. 2 Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station convened

workshop of organic rice rehabilitation in Gong-ko tribal.
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Fig. 3 Completion of site preparation and planting of water terraces
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Fig. 4 The unique wisdom in Gong-ko tribe—designation of different opening for

irrigation water control.
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Fig. 5 Tried whole organic nursery process in the Gong-ko tribe.
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Fig. 6 Feeding baby duck for weed and snails control in Gong-ko tribe.
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Fig. 7 Meaningful packaging of harvest in Gong-ko tribe.
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Fig. 8 Umbrella Sedge is the peculiar crop for establishment of Gong-ko tribe.
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Fig. 9 Brown rice tea and rice cake made from rice produced from Gong-ko tribe.
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Abstract

Gong-ko tribe is located in the Fongbin Township of Hualien County. There are
beautiful mountains and close to the sea. Unique geographical environment and the
fertile soil phase create the pristine environment with rich ecological diversity.
However, this pure land has been fallowed in the last twenty years due to the exodus
of young people. Shumi-zuni, which grown up in the Gong-ko tribal, is a artist. She
strived so hard for the rehabilitation of terraces in Gong-ko tribes. From 2011, she
actively convinced the seniors of tribe to agree with rehabilitation, and try to grow a
small area to get the recognition from tribe. At the same time, she strive forest Service
funding for wetland restoration plan to repair the dilapidated irrigation water. Also
Hualien District Agricultural Research and Extension Station (HDAIS) proactively
engage with organic cultivation techniques and intensive counseling. In 2012,
demonstration fields had been set by HDAIS a tribal for organic rice cultivation, and
offered cultivate support from soil preparation, variety selection, soil testing, water
management techniques to harvest for this newborn terraced. Under organic
cultivation, the complete original rich ecological diversity has been maintained, the
initial rehabilitation harvest has been named as “Mibaruo”, which means ‘’mutual
cooperation” in aboriginal language of Gong-ko tribe. Due to the bumper harvest,
villagers have also been given full confidence and willingness to join the
rehabilitation team. In 2013, Eastern Region Branch of Agriculture and Food Agency,
and other agricultural Policy Unit also join in the counseling with HDAIS, which
efforts to help in establishment of agricultural industry. They learned from the
experiences from the first year, and take many attempts of organic cultivation in the
second year. For example, they feed baby duck for snails and weed control, and try to
use organic biological materials, etc. Shumi and tribal team also maintain tribal
traditions crops: "round umbrella grass" and "Big-Leaved Marshweed ", and try to
develop rice cake processing. These efforts not only make emerging tribe industry
more diverse and richer, but also are able to attract young generation back to tribal

agricultural industry together.

Key words : Gongko-tribe, organic cultivation, Terraces
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