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The Hualien district including Ilan and Hualien counties is in the
northeast of Taiwan. The total area is 6,766 km2 with only 16% of
lowlands, the rest is mostly mountainous and hilly. The total arable land
is 71,915 ha (11% of the land area), of which 30,674 ha or 43% are paddy
fields and 41,214 ha or 57% are drylands. In Hualien, most of the
cultivated fields are covered with the alluvial soil derived from
calcareous schist. The soil texture is rather coarse and the topsoil is
usually shallow, thus, low fertility is generally found. In Ilan, the alluvial
soil derived from slate is also low in fertility and usually is water-logged.
Besides low productivity, the high frequency of typhoon also causes
serious disasters in this district.

The annul mean temperature is 22.7C, with highest of 285C in July \

and the lowest of 17.1°C in January. The annual prempltatlon is 2 793 rhm. \
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in Ilan, and 2,234 mm in Hualien. The heaviest rainfall is found in
September for both counties. Compared with the western area of Taiwan,
Hualien district has shorter light duration. The longest average light
duration per month is 225 hours in July, and the shortest is 60 to 80
hours from December to February. '

In 1998, there were 46,963 farming families in the district, which was
about 20% of the total families. The number of farmers are 236,417,
representing about 29% of the total population. The major crops are rice,
sugarcane, corn, pomelo watermelon, plum, peanut, Japanese apricot, day
lily and sweet potato in Hualien; rice, cabbage, citrus fruit, pomelo, tea,

green onion, wax apple and garlic in [lan.





