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Eastern Taiwan is renowned for its beautiful landscape
[ Pr e-Face and unpolluted environment, both of which make the region

suitable for organic farming. Year after year, the Hualien District
Agricultural Research and Extension Station (HDARES) develops organic production
technology and techniques for crops, and promotes this knowledge to farmers, helping
turn Hualien and Yilan counties into the organic production hub of Taiwan. In recent
years, organic research conducted by the HDARES has further ventured into the field of
ecology, with studies performed to identify ways to create diverse biological habitats
inside organic farmland, develop techniques for operating and managing ridge
vegetation, and feach farmers to use principles of ecological balance for pest control.
These efforts have reduced the costs incurred by farmers in pest prevention and confrol,
elevated their revenue, and facilitated the sustainable development of agricultural
production.

Also over the past few years, the HDARES has actively coached local indigenous tribes
to build stable, high-quality crop production systems, develop organic farming, adopt the
concept of agricultural ecosystem services, preserve wildflowers and build hedges around
organic farmland ridges. By doing so, the HDARES helps locals maintain biodiversity,
sustain food production, improve their livelihoods, and protect the ecosystem. The main
objective of these efforts is ensuring a harmonious ecological balance, which is in line
with the Satoyama Initiative promoted by the Forestry Bureau.

In this book, three Hualien County tribes are introduced along with the Forestry Bureau,
Soil and Water Conservation Bureau, and HDARES fo illustrate the efforts that have been
made in promoting ecological farming. These stories describe how Xinshe Tribe built its
own eco-pool, grew organic rice to promote agriculture education, and their efforts in
extending the cultural customs of the Kavalan Clan. The stories also depict Fuxing tribal
people’s efforts to follow a traditional and ecological lifestyle in which forest materials are
effectively utilized to enable people to live in harmony with nature, as well as Fushin Eco
Farm’s acquisition of a Green Conservation Label for ring-necked pheasant protection,
and its engagement in pest prevention and control to realize the concepts of the
Satoyama Initiative.

The HDARES wishes fo raise public awareness about ecological farming by using the
success stories of local fribes, which will enable readers to learn about the intention
of these ecology “managers” who treat their farmland with care and maintain their
ecological environment in an effort to promote a harmonious coexistence between
agricultural production and ecological preservation. Read on and see what ecological
farming is all about.

Peng Hwang, Director of the HDARES,
Sep, 2015
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